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Classes will be 
suspended for 
p r e s i d e n t i a l  
inauguration 
?y Barbara Ramirez 
I Panther Staff 
Price cautions students against falling prey to credit card vendors 
Classes will b 
I suspended tomorrow, Nov. 6, 
i from 9.20 a.m. to 5 p.m. for 
1 students, faculty and staff to' 
attend the inauguration o 
I Dr. George C. Wright as the! 
seventh president of the 
| university. 
Dr. E. Joahanne 
Thomas-Smith, provost and! 
vice-president for academic) 
I affairs, said special guests 
who are expected to attend] 
include representatives fro 
the U.S. Congress, U.S. 
1 Department of Education, 
State of Tfexas, Tfexas A&M| 
System, Ivy League 
| universities, foundations, 
| and school districts fro 
everywhere. Some of these 
guests will be visiting the 
university for the first time 
T h  o m a s  -  S m i t h  
I requested that students 
dress in a manner tha 
[positively reflects the 
| university. 
Today, Nov. 5, a 
I campus-wide worship 
service featuring the Rev. Dr. 
I Benjamin Baker of Detroit 
Mich, will be held in the 
I auditorium of the MSC a 
1 5:30 p.m. A reception will! 
follow in the ballroom foye 
I located on the second floor o 
1 Memorial Student Center. 
By Barbara Ramirez 
Panther Staff 
Dr. Doris Price, 
interim vice president for 
student and enrollment 
services, strongly advises 
students to refrain from filling 
out credit card applications 
from "solicitors" who offer free 
items to those who apply. 
Price said it is obvious 
that college students do not 
have jobs that produce 
salaries, yet credit card 
companies prey on students 
because for every person who 
applies, the credit card 
company employee earns 
commission. This practice of 
enticing students to apply for 
credit cards, Price argued, 
puts a burden on both 
students and their parents 
who may end up paying off the 
debt. 
According to Price, 
companies pay a small fee at 
colleges and universities to 
have tables placed in the 
student center. 
The Memorial 
Student Center has become a 
target, Price said, for solicitors 
who seek students who think, 
"Ooh, ooh I want a credit 
card," when in actuality they 
are saying, "ooooh,I want 
debt." 
Recently, Washington 
Post reporter Michelle 
Singletary expressed similar 
concern in her article, "Do 
College Students Need Credit 
Cards? Hardly." In the article, 
Singleton rejected the idea 
that if a student does not have 
a credit card in college, it will 
be hard to get one after 
graduation. Singleton said 
that a credit card is not 
necessary to establish good 
Photo by Evan White 
credit. 
Singleton backed her 
argument by consulting 
Robert D. Manning who has 
studied student credit card 
debt and is author of "Credit 
Card Nation: The 
Consequences of America's 
Addiction to Credit " Despite 
the need for good credit, 
Manning maintained that 
owning a credit card is not the 
only way to establish credit. 
He suggested college students 
use their names rather than 
their parents' when signing 
for phone, utility, and retail 
accounts. 
Some students at 
Prairie View A&M University 
said the credit card tables at 
the center of MSC are 
pointless. 
"We don't even fill out 
applications. Why? We don't 
need more debt," junior 
computer engineering major 
King Allen said. 
Sophomore electrical 
engineering major Quiana 
Ellis recently paid off her debt 
from a credit card she had in 
high school. Even then, she 
was given a credit limit of 
$1,000. 
Gradua te  s tuden t  
Munir Saafir said he never 
applies for something he is not 
knowledgeable of Saafir said 
although credit card 
companies are "exploiting 
people's ignorance" students 
should take it upon 
themselves to research and 
learn as much as possible 
about credit cards. 
Price said students 
should take a stand and seek 
a ban against credit card 
companies being allowed on 
college campuses. 
The Lady Panthers succumbed to the height of the Lady 
Islanders of Texas A & M- Corpus Christi. The Lady 
Panthers were defeated in three straight games. 
Tough Loss 
By Monica Johnson 
Panther Staff 
The Lady Panthers 
volleyball team took on the 
Lady Islanders of Tfexas A&M 
Corpus Christi yesterday. The 
Lady Islanders posed one 
problem for the Lady 
Panthers: height. 
The "lanky" Lady 
Islanders defeated the Lady 
Panthers in three consecutive 
games. In the first contest, the 
Lady Islanders asserted 
themselves and defeated the 
Panthers by a score of 30-15. 
With the score at 14-7, Mary 
Reese brought the losing team 
within six at 14-8. This was 
the closest the Lady Panthers 
would get in the game. The 
Lady Islanders built an 
insurmountable lead and 
cruised to a victory in game 
one. 
Despite the game one 
loss, the Panthers never 
wavered in their resolve. After 
See Volleyball page 7 
The Panther Wednesday, November 5, 2003 page 2 IN BRIEF 
•State- •National" •World- 'Sleeping Sigmas' 
PV's Seven Day 
Forecast 
Wed 
Nov. 05 
Partly Cloudy 
80765° 
.yyy.yy : 
Thu 
Nov. 06 
AM Showers 
82760° 
Fri 
Nov. 07 
Few Showers 
71752° 
Sat 
Nov. 08 
Partly Cloudy 
10°/48° 
77 
-7>:yy. 
Sun 
Nov. 09 
Partly Cloudy 
73754° 
Mon 
Nov. 10 
Cloudy 
76761° 
Tue 
Nov. 11 
Mostly Cloudy 
78763° 
Courtesy of www.weather.com 
Earn S1,000 - $2,000 
for your Student Group 
in just 3 hours! 
Multiple turnJraising options available No 
carwashes ho raffles Just successl Fundraising 
dates are filing quickly. Get with the programs 
that world 
©Sampus 
. Your Trusted Source for College Fundraising. 
888-M3 3?IS8- • 
Teenager accused in 
assault released to 
parents 
E L L S W O R T H ,  
Maine (AP) _ A teenager ac­
cused of setting fire to a Hal­
loween costume and burning 
a fellow student at Ellsworth 
High School was released into 
the custody of his parents fol­
lowing a detention hearing 
Monday. 
The boy, whose name 
has not been released, will be 
arraigned on charges of arson, 
aggravated assault and reck­
less conduct in the fire that 
critically injured one of his 
classmates. 
The victim's home­
made Halloween costume 
went up in a ball of flames, 
burning him on his legs, back 
and the back of his head as 
hundreds of students watched 
in horror during the "Spook 
Day" assembly in the high 
school gymnasium. 
School to reopen 
"Wednesday after 
mercury spill 
WASHINGTON (AP) 
_ A Southeast Washington 
high school will reopen on 
Wednesday, more than a 
month after a mercury spill 
that spread into the surround­
ing community. 
District of Columbia 
school officials said Monday 
evening that Ballou High 
School has been certified safe 
and clean by the U.S. Envi­
ronmental Protection Agency 
and the D C. Department of 
Health. 
The school has been 
closed since Oct. 2, when mer­
cury was taken from an un­
used chemistry lab and 
spread through several areas 
of the building. 
Powell meets 
Taiwanese president 
in first known contact 
in 20 years 
PANAMA CITY, 
PANAMA (AP) _ Secretaiy of 
State Colin Powell shook 
hands Monday with Taiwan's 
Chen Shui-bian, becoming the 
highest-ranking U.S. official 
known to have spoken with a 
Taiwanese president since 
1979. 
Powell and Chen 
chatted during a luncheon to 
celebrate the 100th anniver­
sary of Panamanian indepen­
dence. The two were among a 
number of foreign dignitaries 
attending anniversary cel­
ebrations in the Central 
American nation. 
China strongly ob­
jects to any gesture that en­
hances the international le­
gitimacy of the Taiwanese 
government, and the United 
States broke off diplomatic 
relations with Taiwan in 
1979. 
Panama, however, is 
one of a number of countries 
that has chosen to recognize 
Taiwan instead of China, 
which considers the island a 
renegade Chinese province. 
Man pleads innocent 
to abducting British 
girl 
LONDON (AP) _ An 
American charged with ab­
ducting a 12-year-old British 
girl he allegedly met over the 
Internet pleaded innocent 
Monday in a preliminary 
court hearing. 
Tbby Studabaker, 32, 
pleaded innocent to one 
charge of child abduction dur­
ing the hearing at Manches­
ter Crown Court in northern 
England. Studabaker, who is 
ALPHA KAPPA ALPHA SORORITY, INC. 
ZETA GAMMA CHAPTER 
Undergraduate Financial Members 
Joi Wiley 
LaPorche Morrison 
Tiffani Booker 
Christina Blanson 
Shannon Manous 
Chawana Como 
The prospective members for Fall 2003 are 
only to interact with members listed above 
with graduate advisors present. 
Photo by Andrea Starr 
The Delta Theta Chapter of Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc. 
sponsored a "Sleepoutfor the Homeless" Oct. 30 outside 
of the New Gym in the William J. "Billy" Nicks Sports 
Complex. 
being held at the nearby For­
est Bank Prison, spoke to the 
court via videolink _ a com­
mon practice for preliminary 
hearings. A trial date was set 
for Feb. 12. 
Studabaker, from 
Constantine, Mich., told a 
court in Frankfurt he did not 
have sex with the girl and 
maintained that he thought 
she was 18. The girl could not 
be identified for legal reasons. 
Honda recalling 
nearly 652,000 vehicles 
due to defect 
WASHINGTON (AP) 
_ Honda Motor Co. is recall­
ing nearly 652,000 sedans, 
minivans and sport utility ve­
hicles because of a defect that 
allows drivers to remove the 
key from the ignition when 
the vehicle isn't in park. 
Affected vehicles are 
the 2002 CR-V SUV, the 1997-
99 Acura CL and 1999 Acura 
TL sedans, the 1999 Odyssey 
minivan and the 1998-99 Ac­
cord sedan and coupe. A total 
of 651,989 vehicles are in­
volved in the recall. 
Honda says consum­
ers should use the parking 
brake until the company re­
pairs the vehicles. 
This is the second 
time in a year that Honda has 
recalled the 2002 CR-V In 
July, Honda recalled 247,019 
CR-Vs because excessive cor­
rosion was preventing the au­
tomatic transmission from 
shifting into park. 
To Keep You Updated On What's Happening Or 
"The Hill", Subscribe To 
The Panther 
$15.00 for a year subscription 
Name: 
Address: 
City: 
Phone: 
State: Zip:_ 
Start your subscription NOW! Send check or money order to: 
The Panther, PO Box-2876, Prairie View, TX 77446 
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The Panther office is open from 
? a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday -Friday. 
Is it really "A New Day in the Village?" 
Dear Editor, 
When I moved into 
the Village in August, there 
were several problems with 
our apartment that needed to 
be fixed by maintenance. This 
included the sink drain, the 
tub drain, the front door, the 
sliding closet doors, and the 
doors to each bedroom. 
I put in a work order 
for these issues to be fixed on 
August 22, 2003, before in­
struction had begun. 
When I placed the 
work order, I was told that 
someone with maintenance 
would be coming out during 
the first week of school to 
handle the requests that I had 
submitted. During that time, 
no one came by my apartment 
to handle the issues. 
In the coming weeks, 
our community assistant 
stopped by several times to 
ask us to fill out census forms 
and on the census she asked 
us to note any maintenance 
concerns that we had at that 
time. I noted all the problems 
that I had submitted initially 
and she told me that she 
would try handling the prob­
lem directly with the mainte­
nance department in the Vil­
lage. 
On October 21, 2003, 
1 stopped back by the mainte­
nance office located in Phase 
2 Clubhouse to check upon the 
status of my maintenance re­
quest that I initially filed on 
August 22. 
When I told the staff 
how long ago I had filled the 
maintenance request, they 
did not believe that my issues 
had still not been handled. 
However, when their 
secretary looked into the log, 
she saw my name, the date 
that I had filed the request, 
and the fact that it had still 
not been processed. At that 
time, she informed me that 
my work requests would be 
addressed first thing Wednes­
day (October 22) morning, 
and asked what time would 
be good for the maintenance 
people to stop by. I waited for 
them to show up and they 
never did. 
On October 23, 2003, 
I filled out a formal complaint 
with the Village office and 
spoke with a manager, who 
assured me that someone 
would be getting in contact 
with me within the next few 
days to address the concerns 
I had with maintenance. 
As of October 31, I 
have heard nothing in regard 
to my complaint, nor has any­
one come to fix the problems 
existing in my apartment. 
Although the Village 
takes pride in its so- called 
NAB J condemns  Hampton'  
University administration 
iv Barbara Ramirez 
Panther Staff 
The National Asso­
ciation of Black Journalists 
(NAB J) has expressed con­
cern about recent actions 
involving Hampton 
University's administra­
tion and student newspa­
per. 
It will he recalled 
that recently the acting 
president of Hampton Uni­
versity ordered the seizure 
of copies of the student 
newspaper, the Hampton 
Script, because the paper 
did not print a memo by the 
acting president on the 
front page. 
In a letter to Dr. 
JoAnn Haysbert, acting 
president and provost of the 
university, NABJ said its 
3,000 members share the 
same journalistic stan­
dards, aspirations, and 
challenges as those aiming 
to excel at the Hampton 
Script. 
"NABJ's board of 
directors and black journal­
ists everywhere stand 
firmly behind the staff and 
call on the university to re­
lease the swiped edition of 
The Script immediately," the 
letter said. "We also abhor 
any effort to intimidate or 
punish the students in­
volved," the letter added. 
The NABJ said this 
matter goes far beyond the 
obvious respect and protec­
tion of The First Amend­
ment, or censorship or ex­
amples of tolerance and 
good judgment for students 
and fiiture leaders. 
"Make no mistake, 
the reputation and credibil­
ity of journalism education 
at historically black colleges 
and universities are at 
stake," the letter warned. 
NABJ said its main 
goal is to diversify news­
rooms. "That quest is unde­
niably hurt when recruiters 
can for any reason question 
whether true journalism is 
taught at the institutions 
that produce so many jour­
nalism graduates," the let­
ter stated. 
Hampton Univer 
sity is home to the Scripps 
Howard School of Journal 
ism and Mass Communica­
tions. 
"New Day", the same prob­
lems that were troubling the 
residents yesterday still exist. 
The Village needs to rework 
its process of not only han­
dling maintenance requests, 
but also formal complaints 
submitted to the Village office. 
If, as a resident, you 
didn't pay your rent, they 
would not hesitate to evict 
you. They need to be just as 
quick in addressing concerns 
that the residents have with 
maintenance issues, because 
after all, we have paid our 
rent and are entitled to have 
our requests fulfilled in a 
timely manner. 
I hope that someone 
can address my concerns 
soon. 
Antoinette Mims 
Bromell-Titvubu c\vosetvVo\vead 
Bethune-Cookman College 
Associated Press 
DAYTONA BEACH, 
Fla. (AP) _ Gloria Bromell-
Tinubu was selected Mon­
day as the new president of 
Bethune-Cookman College, 
school officials said. 
Bromell-Tinubu is 
scheduled to begin her term 
on July 1, pending the nego­
tiation of her contract. She 
will replace Dr. Oswald 
Bronson Sr., the college's 
president since 1975. He 
plans to retire June 30 from 
his job at the helm of the pri­
vate, historically black col­
lege with 2,700 students, 
450 employees and an an­
nual budget of $45 million. 
Bromell-Tinubu, 50, 
is an economics professor at 
Spelman College in Atlanta. 
She's also chief executive of­
ficer of the Atlanta Coopera­
tive Development Board, a 
nonprofit agency that serves 
as a catalyst in developing 
cooperative-owned business 
enterprises. 
Bromell-Tinubu was 
also a mayoral candidate of 
Atlanta in 1997 and 2001. 
Stanley Marshall, 
the chairman of Bethune-
Cookman's board of trust­
ees, said he believes 
Bromell-Tinubu's range of 
experience in higher educa­
tion and fund-raising will 
benefit the college. 
"She brings an out­
standing combination of ex­
perience and vision that will 
build on the legacy of the 
Bronson presidency and 
move the college forward," 
Marshall said. 
Bromell-Tinubu 
was not among the original 
list of three finalists identi­
fied by college officials to 
replace Bronson. She en­
tered the field when 
Yolanda T. Moses, a former 
college president and imme­
diate past president of the 
American Association for 
Higher Education, dropped 
out of the running. 
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Naval ROTC: physical but also educational Doing it by the numbers 
By Kimberly Morgan 
Panther Correspondent 
Prairie View A&M 
University's Naval ROTC is 
not just a physical program, 
but also an educational 
opportunity that leads to a 
promising future after 
graduation. 
There are unlimited 
amounts of scholarships that 
have been untouched and 
anticipated to be given away 
from PVAMU Naval ROTC 
program. The scholarship 
pays for all tuition and books. 
Along with the scholarships, 
fixed monthly stipends are 
given away to each 
midshipman based on their 
classification with seniors 
receiving the most. 
There are several 
things a candidate must do to 
receive the scholarship. All 
candidates must get a certain 
score on their (Scholastic 
Aptitude Test) SAT, ACT and 
Physical Readiness Test (PRT). 
According to the physical 
readiness standards, males are 
required to perform more than 
females in a shorter time. Once 
this is achieved, candidates 
have the options to accept the 
scholarship or not. If the 
scholarship is accepted, the 
midshipman must go on 
active duty once they 
graduate. There are summer 
cruises for the students who 
accept the scholarship. Each 
summer, scholarship 
recipients have the 
opportunity to go to the naval 
base in Virginia or California. 
Every Wednesday, all 
midshipmen must attend 
p h y s i c a l  
training, (PT) 
beginning as 
early as 6 
a.m. to 7 a.m. 
and drill 
beginning at 
3:20 p.m. to 
5:30 p.m. 
Drill also 
takes 
place on 
S a t u r d a y  
from 8 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. 
A 1 1 
freshmen that are in the Naval 
ROTC program must attend a 
mandatory three-hour study 
hall session Sunday through 
Thursday from 6-9 p.m. To get 
out of study hall, a freshman's 
grade point average after 
midterms must be at least a 2.5 
on a 4.0 scale. 
Recently midshipmen 
participated in a drill meet 
against Rice University and 
earned money for the NROTC 
unit by working at Texans 
home game in Houston, TX. 
Some of the midshipmen have 
talked with ROTC cadets at 
Magnolia High School who 
are getting ready to graduate. 
This weekend, the NROTC unit 
will work at another Texans 
game in Houston. 
Scholarship recipient 
Adebowale Adejumo is excited 
about the unit. "I love it, it's 
great, its fun. It's a family 
outside of your 
family." Student 
Virginia Vela said, 
"It's one of the 
best choices I ever 
made, it's going 
towards my 
career. If I hadn't 
joined ROTC, I 
p r o b a b l y  
wouldn't have 
ever made it to 
the military." 
A minor in Naval Science is 
offered at PVAMU that requires 
18 credit hours. To graduate 
and go into the Navy as an 
officer, the midshipman must 
pass the PRT and accept the 
scholarship, participate with 
the unit, go on summer cruises 
and pass other certain tests. A 
student can be in NROTC 
whether they take naval classes 
or not, they just will not be able 
to go into the military as an 
officer. 
NROTC enforces discipline 
along with education. Some of 
the midshipmen are preparing 
to graduate in December as 
well as next spring. 
8y Carlton Perkins 
Panther Correspondent 
The Department of 
Mathematics is currently 
building a state of the art 
math lab that will be located 
in the W.R. Banks Building. 
This new lab and its cutting 
edge technology will 
enhance technology 
advancement at the 
university. 
The math lab will 
operate with a host.of new 
computers and up-to-date 
software packages. The 
computers are being 
provided by Dell and will be 
set up as a local area network 
with a hub to provide wide 
area access and the Internet. 
The lab will also feature 
Smart boar, which is a 
graphical user interface that 
allows the user to write and 
edit while the instructor is 
teaching. The user will also 
be able to print the current 
screen and make changes at 
his or her pleasure. 
The software that 
the lab will rise will be 
Minitab, Maple, MATLAB, 
and UNIX. Minitab is a 
program that makes learning 
statistics easier and it helps 
students easily visualize and 
master the art of data 
analysis. 
Maple is used to 
solve the most complex and 
difficult math problems. It is 
equipped with math, 
graphing, and programming 
features that help with 
homework projects, and 
research. It is best suited for 
math classes like Differential 
Equations, Numerical 
Analysis, Advanced Calculus 
I, Advanced Math for 
Engineers, Math Models and 
Application, geometry, Point 
Set Theory, Boundary Value 
Problems, and Intro to 
Analysis. 
MATLAB provides 
immediate access to high 
performance numeric 
computing. The math is 
optimized for matrix and 
vector operations, so it can be 
used in place of low-level 
languages like C and C++ 
with equal performance but 
less programming. 
UNIX is also a multi­
user operating system, unlike 
others. More than one user 
can use the same computer 
(programs, file system 
memory, CPU) by logging 
from different ports (seria: 
Ethernet, Internet, etc.) 
A Title III grant 
proposed by Dr. Aliabar 
Haghighi is funding the math 
lab. The projected completion 
of the lab is March 2004. 
PURPLE & GOLD POLL 
If you could tell your professor one thing what would it be? 
John Blair 
Electrical Eng./Sophomore 
Vinson Moya 
Criminal Justice/Junior 
"Come to class on time and "To have a little mercy for 
be ready to teach not talk the football players, because 
about your wife and kids." it's rough out there." 
Dawn Evans 
Biology/Senior 
'Give me an 'A'"! 
Kiamesha White 
Criminal Justice/ 
Sophomore 
"Don't make the tests so 
hard." 
Okon Antia Jr. 
Biology/Junior 
"Teach more, talk about life 
less." 
By Kayla Barnett 
Hispanic 
students 
e a c h  
y e a r  
conduct 
cilizcrd"ip 
Photo by LULAC 
LULAC members are known for providng com­
munity service. 
lousing 
irvits A 
v outYy 
The Answers 
Weekly Update for Freshmen 
ACTIVITIES: Bldg #35 - "Preparing for Tomorrow by Planning for Today," a motivational, 
academic seminar given by Mr. John Cochran; Bldg: #42 - "Sister Series Pt III, "Am I All I 
Ought to Be," presentation and discussion by Dr. Marilyn Lovett, Faculty Fellow; Bldg #45 -
"Safe from What?" A Safe sex Seminar by Ms. Jan Billups; Bldg #38 - Special Meeting; 
Bldg #48 - "Mirror, mirror on the wall, will I arrive or will I fall?" presentation by Ren 
Webster, Faculty Fellow. Drs. Smith and Nave from Engineering hosted an "Engineering 
Reception and Discussion" in the Panther Room. 
UPCOMING: Wednesday, November 5, 2003 Inaugural Vesper Service at 5:30 PM 
in the MSC Auditorium; November 6, Academic Convocation at 9:40 AM in the 
Billy Nicks Field House! The Second Annual UC Majors Fair, November 11, 2003 in 
the MSC Ballroom. Early registration for freshmen will begin on Friday, 
November 14th!! See your advisor for an appointment!!! 
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Katriska Cotton 
'anther Correspondent 
The PVAMU chapter 
of the League of United Latin 
American Citizens (LULAC) 
meetings, participate in 
organizational activities, pay 
membership dues, and have 
an open mind and heart," 
Navarrete said. LULAC 
councils provide more than 
half a million dollars in 
sbabffps 
a n d  
v o t e r  
drives. 
LULAC 
a l s o  
develops 
l o w  
hncome 
will undertake a recruiting 
trip Nov. 7 to George I. 
Sanchez High School in 
Houston to introduce the 
high school students to what 
the university has to offer. 
Mrs. Amparo Isaza-
Navarrete, LULAC's primary 
advisor, said that with only 
165 Hispanic students 
currently attending PVAMU, 
her organization will 
persuade Hispanics to pursue 
h i g h e r  
education 
h e r e .  
Navarrete 
said she 
recruits at 
local high 
s c h o o l s ,  
community 
churches, 
a n d  
community 
activities. 
She also 
stated that 
LULAC is 
not only for 
Hispanics 
but is 
known for its diversity 
throughout the United States. 
To be a member, you 
have to be born in a Latin 
American country or the 
United States, attend monthly 
training programs, and seeks) 
to empower the Hispanic! 
community at the local, state 
and national level. 
In addition, the 
LULAC National 
Educational Service Centers, 
LULAC's educational arm, 
provides counseling services 
to more than 18,000 Hispanic 
students per year at 16 
regional centers. LULAC' 
employment arm provides 
LULAC anchorettes iat their Spring 2003 
initiation celebration. 
job skills and literacy training 
to the Hispanic community 
through more than 48 
employment training centers 
located throughout the 
United States. 
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE IS PROUD TO CELEBRATE THE INAUGURATION OF 
DR. GEORGE C. WRIGHT 
AS THE 7th PRESID E N T OF PRAIRIE VIEW A&M UNIVERSITY 
New deal with physics department 
New professors bring knowledge, support to program 
NEWS 
LULAC chapter adds 
diversity to campus 
By Frankie C. Wilson Jr. 
Panther Correspondent 
PVAMU students 
have to take a number of 
courses to meet university 
core requirements. Although 
courses such as freshman 
composition and Algebra 
seem straightforward, the 
departments that provides 
the classes, train students in 
ways that open doors into an 
array of promising careers. 
The physics department is 
known on campus for its core 
classes in physical science. 
Department head 
Amil Kumar said the 
department has a mission of 
providing service to the 
students that encourages 
excellence in scientific 
studies. "There is a need for 
more minorities in this field 
and we are doing great things 
in our department." 
Although the 
department is small 
compared to others, it 
recently hired seven new 
faculty members with 
doctoral degrees to teach 
classes. 
"Most class sizes will 
average 25 to 30 students," 
said Kumar. "The new 
teachers are making an 
excellent contribution 
towards our effort." Senior 
biology major Tomeka 
Coleman said, "Being that 
teachers provide knowlegde, 
support and stand as role 
models to students, 
additional teachers are 
definitely appreciated." 
The department has 
also upgraded its 
laboratories and 
equipment to make 
them comparable to 
other schools in the 
nation. The physics 
department has 
purchased some of the 
newest technology 
relating to smart board 
operations. The 
technology provides 
significant information 
on understanding and 
operating smart 
boards, which are 
"main frames" for lap top 
computers and building 
other skills in scientific 
technology. There is also a 
new DVD interactive library 
for the students. "With valid 
tools for tomorrow's 
technology, the physics 
department will be able to 
prepare students for careers 
in competitive fields of 
technology and science," 
said Roger Chambers, a 
graduate engineering 
student. 
You must have a grade of'C or better in vour developmental class 
(est at mid-terms to be able to ore-register for the soring. 
Check out the following URL: http://calendars.pvemu.edu/ for 
information about our Quick THEA testing schedule or call 936/857-2747. 
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Hazing: 
Slavery 2003? 
By Dustin Daniel 
Sports Correspondent 
Defined as persecu­
tion or harassing with 
meaningless, difficult, and 
humiliating tasks, hazing is 
a euphemism for treating 
someone like "dirt." Al­
though for years this issue 
has been ignored, victims of 
this terrible and embarrass­
ing entity are just beginning 
to speak out against it. 
Those in charge of 
hazing incidents on high 
school and college campuses 
nationwide take advantage 
of someone's fervid love or 
interest in partaking in a 
certain sport, group, or ac­
tivity Among those sicken­
ing acts are: physical beat­
ings, verbal bashing, and 
even acts of sodomy (non-
coital and especially anal or 
oral copulation with a mem­
ber of the opposite sex. 
\ On the college or I 
Uhgh school level, freshmen \ 
\arc essentially vagabonds \ 
)when searching for their) 
niche oh campus- For these / 
wandering souls, these acts 
permanently enervate their 
morale, and their only 
source of psychological ful­
fillment comes from vehe­
mently reiterating those 
same rituals upon a new 
group of individuals who are 
attempting to join the same 
group, club, or team. There­
fore the cycle perpetuates 
when the victims become 
contributors to this cruelty 
According to ESPN, 
there have been an alarm­
ing sixty-eight confirmed 
hazing incidents on the;high 
school, college, and profes­
sional level. However, these 
only represent a fraction o 
the beaucoup hazing inci­
dents that occur in America. 
Despite this, the powers 
that be continue to "sweep 
this issue under the rug." 
Where are the Coaches, 
school superintendents, ad­
ministrators, principals, 
and athletic directors as 
these perverse acts are oc­
curring? Where is the gov­
ernmental intervention? 
This harmful trend of initia­
tion must come to an end 
expeditiously or pernicious 
repercussions will unfortu­
nately be reaped-
Delta Devils too much for Panthers 
in season finale at Blackshear Field 
Bv Dustin Daniel 
Sports Correspondent 
For the Prairie View 
A&M University Panthers 
(1-8, 0-6 SWAC), their 2003 
football season has been a 
road complete with bumps 
and potholes. However, a 
victory in Saturday's final 
game of the season at 
Blackshear Stadium versus 
the Mississippi Valley State 
Delta Devils (2-7, 1-4 in 
SWAC) would work wonders 
to appease the stinging sen­
sation of a tough season. 
Unfortunately the final 
score of Saturday's game re­
sulted in a 40-3 defeat for 
PVAMU Panthers. 
In front of a crowd 
of 1,444, the Panthers en­
tered the field a determined 
bunch. On their initial pos­
session, the Delta Devils 
struck the Panthers deep, as 
quarterback Curtis Kemp 
connected with wide re­
ceiver Clifford Carter from 
46 yards out, completing a 
7 play 73 yard drive to give 
the Delta Devils a 7-0 lead 
with 12:30 time remaining. 
Already 
behind, 
the Pan-
t h e r s 
w e r e  
pressed 
to recip-
rocate 
offen­
sively, 
a n d  
t h e y  
seemed 
poised 
to do so. 
Led by 
quarter-
b a c k 
M a r k  
Spivey, 
the Pan­
thers took over from their 
own 30. Spivey spear­
headed an efficient 11 play, 
39 yard drive, capped off by 
a 48 yard field goal by kicker 
Charles McCall, cutting the 
deficit to 7-3. 
The second quarter 
saw the Panthers pinned 
deep in their own territory 
after a Spivey pass intended 
for wide receiver Bertrum 
Jackson fell incomplete. 
Standing at his own 5, Prai­
rie View punter Eric 
Hernandez had his at­
tempted punt blocked by 
MVSLPs Michael Thomas, 
resulting in a safety, extend­
ing the Delta Devil's lead to 
6 at 9-3. 
After receiving the 
kick, the Delta Devils pro­
ceeded to march 48 yards in 
7 plays, capped off with a 9 
yard touchdown from Kemp 
to wide receiver Brock 
DeShan, upping their lead 
to 15-3 with over 12:00 min­
utes left in tfye half. 
While PV managed 
to respond to MVSLPs open­
ing drive with one of their 
own, the Panthers began to 
falter offensively. Their 
next drive resulted in a 3 
and out, while the Delta 
Devils began to surge. They 
again struck through the 
air, as Kemp completed a 38 
yard score to Carter, 
amounting to a 22-3 advan­
tage with ample time re-
Photo by Evan White 
Panthers and Delta Devils prepare to battle it 
out. MVSU defeated Prairie View 40-3 at 
Blackshear Field Saturday night. 
Photo by Evan White 
Panther quarterback Michael Hill evades 
MVSU's defensive line Saturday night. 
maining in the half. While 
Panther drives continued to 
stall, the Devils were braced 
to take an even more com­
manding lead before the 
half. After taking over in 
Prairie View territory, 
Kemp and company engi­
neered a brisk 4-play 30 -
yard drive which ended with 
a 16 yard scamper by Kemp. 
The added two-point conver-
s i o n 
gave the 
D e l t a  
Devils a 
3  0 - 3  
1 e a d 
heading 
into the 
h a l f .  
T h e i r  
first half 
d o m i ­
n a n c e  
w a s  
courtesy 
of the 
a e r i a l  
o n -
slaught 
of quar­
terback 
Curtis 
K e m p .  
By half, 
K e m p  
had ai­
re a d y 
amassed 
266 yards passing. 
Both teams were 
held scoreless during the 
third quarter, a product of 
the defensive prowess of both 
teams. As MVSU was driv­
ing deep into Panther terri­
tory, senior defensive back 
Carlan White forced a 
fumble of wide receiver Wil­
liam Smith, returning it fif­
teen yards. On the Delta 
Devils' next possession, Pan­
ther defensive back Vinson 
Moye intercepted a Kemp 
pass, halting another one of 
their drives. 
The fourth quarter 
saw head coach C.L. 
Whitington rotate quarter­
backs Mark Spivey and 
Michael Hill. When Hill 
took over, he found himself 
and the Panther offense im­
mersed in dire straights, as 
they were pinned on their 
own 6-yard line. The situa­
tion was worsened when, on 
second down, Hill's pass was 
intercepted by defensive 
back Sean Hill. Four plays 
later, Kemp rushed in from 
5 yards out, making the score 
37-3 at the 9:50 mark. The 
next Panther drive ended as 
the last one did, as Hill was 
picked off again, this time 
b y 
Daimeon 
Collins. 
O n c e  
more, the 
D e l t a  
D e v i l s  
picked up 
p o i n t s  
from Pan­
ther turn­
overs, as 
kicker Jo-
s e p h 
B l a n c o  
c a p p e d  
the final 
score at 
40-3 with 
a 34 -yard 
field goal. 
M V S U  
quarter-
b a c k 
K e m p  
went 20 
for 34 
with 340 yards passing and 
§5 yards passing. Through­
out the contest, one of 
Kemp's favorite targets was 
wide receiver Clifford 
Carter (136 yards receiving, 
2TD)., When asked about 
his receiving proficiency, 
Carter quickly placed credit 
elsewhere. "It was play 
calling, coaching, and our 
quarterback." The Delta 
Devils were lead defen­
sively by Daimeon Collins 
and Jarrette Prout (6.5 
tackles each). 
The Panthers of­
fensive leaders were Mark 
Spivey (15-26, 93 yards 
passing), and Bertrum 
Jackson (6 rec., 42 yards). 
Defensively, the Panthers 
were lead by Jadon Brunn 
(5.5 tackles), Corey 
Stewart, Sammie August, 
and Jarrett Lowery (4 tack-. 
les each). 
The Panthers will 
face Arkansas Pine-Bluff at 
Reliant Stadium, Saturday 
Nov. 8 at 7 p.m. 
Golf team finishes strong 
in opening tournament 
By Ty Webb 
Janther Correspondent 
Prairie View A&M 
University's golf team 
finished 2nd in its first 
tournament of the season at 
Beau Pre Country Club in 
Natchez, Miss., Oct. 27-29. 
Senior Charlie 
Brown shot 76-72 (+4) 
eading the way for the 
Panthers and finishing 
second overall in the 
tournament to Alcorn State 
University's Josh Sciven, 74-
73 (+3). Sciven birdied the 
ast two holes to defeat 
Brown by one stroke. 
Brown is playing the 
jest golf in two years and 
Jopes to give the team his 
jest during his senior 
season. 
"Knowing that this 
is my last season and last 
chance to play with such a 
talented squad," Brown said, 
"I feel that I need to step up 
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and help the team go as far 
as possible." 
With last season's 
MVP Reagan Rothe, a junior 
missing fall action, the 
expectations weren't as high 
and the team was looking to 
gain experience. 
"I'm really proud of 
the way they (golf team) 
battled, especially Chucky 
(Charlie) Brown," Rothe 
said. "The team held it down 
and learned something in 
the process. I'm just 
disappointed that I couldn't 
be there inside the ropes 
taking some of the pressure 
off." 
In removing some of 
the pressure off last year's 
returning starters such as 
Brown, Rothe, sophomore 
Jerry Gregurek, and 
sophomore Donovan Bryant, 
the additions of transfer 
juniors Ryon Smith and 
Keith Sager could prove vital 
to the team's success. 
"Ryon and Keith 
definitely have the 
knowledge and background 
to help the team improve," 
Brown said. "Their 
acquisition to the roster will 
alleviate some of the 
workload from last year's 
group." 
Smith shot 76-80 
(+12), Sager 78-80 (+14), 
Gregurek 80-80 (+16), and 
Bryant 93-88 (+37), 
rounding out Prairie View's 
scores. 
Hosting and 
capturing the tournament 
was Alcorn State University, 
who defeated SWAC schools 
including Grambling State 
University, University of 
Arkansas-Pine Bluff 
Southern University, 
Alabama State University, 
and Prairie View A&M 
University. 
SPORTS 
Volleyball from page 1 
falling behind early the stellar 
outing of Mary Reese brought 
the game even at 12. The Lady 
Panthers built a lead of as 
many as three behind the all-
around performance of Jonette 
Ozen. The Lady Panthers 
seemed poised to even the se­
ries until a late run by the Is­
landers tied the game at 28. 
The shorter Lady Panthers 
were unable to close the game 
out against the larger Lady 
Islanders, suffering a tough 
30-28 loss. 
In the third contest, 
the Lady Panthers came out 
trying to extend the series. 
Throughout This game re­
mained close throughout. With 
the score tied at 11 TA&MCC 
began to take charge. Although 
the Panthers fought to keep it 
close, the Lady Islanders 
jumped out to a lead of 4 at 19-
15. However, the lead contin­
ued as the Lady Panthers be­
gan to lose composure and 
the game began to slip away. 
With the score at 24-16, 
TA&MCC scored three con­
secutive times and began to 
pull away. The series ended 
with a 30-19 victory for 
TA&MCC. 
The Lady Panthers' 
next game is at home on Mon­
day, Nov. 10 against Tfexas-
Pan American at noon. 
1 
And, the kick is good! 
By Richard Harrison 
Anther Correspondent 
Ifs the gift and the 
curse, but sometimes, that is 
just the way life goes. 
Junior place kicker 
Charles McCall has to know 
this firsthand Through his 
first nine games this season, 
the play of special teams has 
been the main reason to 
cheer at football games, 
other than when the band 
takes the field. McCall has 
been phenomenal on extra 
points (11 for 11) and a per­
fect five for five on field goal 
attempts, including kicks of 
42 and 48 yards, the longest 
kicks in school history. 
McCall is the teams leading 
scorer with twenty-six 
points. That is the gift. 
The curse is having 
to suffer through a season 
where not much else has 
been productive. However, 
the kicking game has not al­
ways been the bright spot for 
Prairie View football. 
The off season was 
created for a reason. It gives 
athletes a time to be normal 
students and also improve 
upon their weaknesses in 
preparation for the upcoming 
season. Unfortunately, the 
only Panther who seems to 
have seized last year's off­
season as a chance to im­
prove is McCall. Coming off 
freshman and sophomore 
campaigns where struggles 
were constant, McCall had 
less than a spectacular re­
sume. 
"Honestly, it was a 
real humbling experience," 
says the 6*1, 215 lb. 
Englewood, Colo. Native. 
McCall responded, "That is 
what the off season is for in 
the first place. Everyday this 
summer I put work in, I had 
a sign on my front door that 
says 'Did you get better to­
day?" McCall also gives much 
of the credit for his success 
to long snapper Justin 
Booker and holder Lorenzo 
Hayes. I know every time I 
go on the field that Booker's 
snap is going to be on point, 
and Hayes will get the ball! 
It is also nice when the 
coaches believe in you." 
McCall added in 
reference to having the con­
fidence of first year head 
Coach C.L Whittington and 
special teams coach Andy 
Bourgeois playing an instru-
mental role in his turn­
around from his previous 
two years. "When the coach­
ing staff has the confidence 
that every time they send 
you on the field, the kick is 
good, you start to believe it 
too, and that confidence is 
something I was missing 
when I first got there. It is 
also a lot easier as well If 
they do not block for me, 
then nothing else matters 
and the kick will never have 
a chance" 
Hie competition in 
practice also pushes McCall 
to bring his best every day. 
"We have the best kicking 
core in the SWAC, hands 
down. Hernandez is the best 
punter in the SWAC and 
Bogges and Collazo are ca­
pable of starting at any 
school in the SWAC. Having 
those guys around has been 
a lot of fun this year too. Be­
fore each game we hold our 
own little two-minute drill 
and Zoo (Bogges has a mil­
lion stories)." 
Asked about the fu­
ture of the team, McCall in­
sists it is bright. "We are a 
very young team, it is going 
to come together, you see 
flashes of greatness on both 
sides of the ball in every 
game. It is just a matter of 
time before all the pieces fit. 
There are a ton of guys mo­
tivated by the lack of respect 
given to us. 1 know we will 
use it as a motivator to get 
better, after all, isn't that 
what the off season is for?" 
S o c c e r  
team de­
feats TSU; 
preps for 
tourney 
By Kory Briggs 
Panther Staff 
Tuesday night, 
the "Lady Panthers soccer 
team of Praine V\ey( K&SA.' 
University hosted the 
Lady Tigers of Texas 
Southern University at 
Blackshear Stadium. 
The Lady 
Panthers' last home game 
was a thrilling show. After 
an interesting national 
anthem by Rebecca 
Andrews, the Panthers 
were off to the races. 
Coach Tarverhad 
the ladies in top shape for 
10-1 victory, easily 
defeating the Tigers. Led 
jy Catherine Burley's 
outstanding 4 goals, the 
Panthers were able to 
improve to 8-6-1 on the 
season and are awaiting 
the SWAC tournament in 
Alabama on Friday. 
Coach Tarver 
stated, "We are number 
two in the division right 
now and we really stepped 
our play up in this game." 
Center mid 
fielder, Catherine Burley 
said, "We are playing 
strong and there is a 
strong feeling on the team 
about bringing the SWAC 
Championship home." 
NEWS 
Foi special assistance call ext. 2610 
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What is Sinusitis? 
If you have a cold that has lasted longer thanl 
usual and the area around your cheekbones 
is tender or painful to touch, you may have| 
sinusitis. 
What Causes Sinusitis? 
The infection itself can be bacterial, viral orl 
fungal. When you have a cold or allergy, 
your nasal membranes swell and can actu­
ally close off the opening to your sinuses. 
This blockage prevents the mucus from 
draining and creates the perfect environment 
within the sinuses for any trapped bacteria| 
or virus to grow. 
Who Is Most Likely to Get Sinusi-| 
tis? 
*Only a small percentage of cold sufferers| 
experience the complication of sinusitis. 
* People who have repeated hay fever attacks I 
or other allergies that affect the respiratory| 
tract are more susceptible. 
* Similarly, people with asthma are also| 
prone to the illness. 
* A deviated nasal septum (crooked wall be-| 
tween the nostrils) or nasal polyps (small 
grape like growths) can also block the sinus| 
openings, making people with these condi­
tions prime candidates for sinus infections.I 
* Acute sinusitis can include facial pain, fe­
ver, and greenish nasal phlegm and usually 
requires prescribed antibiotics and corticos-| 
teroid medications. 
Complications of Sinusitis 
Without attention the condition can becomel 
acute or chronic and in rare cases lead to 
complications such as infections of the eye| 
bones. Courtesyofyahoo.com/healt 
Drug Awareness Seminar 
Sponsored by 
Panther Advisor Leaders (PALS) 
Wednesday, November 5, 2003 
University College Auditorium 
6:30 PM 
Music Seminar 
inHobart 
V6ws Release 
A music seminar 
will be held in honor of Dr. 
Eileen Jackson Southern, 
former member of the 
Prairie View faculty, at 2 
p m. on Thursday, Nov. 13 
in the Recital Hall of the 
Hobart Taylor Building. 
The seminar is open 
to the public and will 
feature Dr. Guthrie Ramsey 
of the University of 
Pennsylvania and Willa 
Collins, a doctoral student 
in miisicology at Cornell 
University The famed 
Marian Anderson String 
Quartet will render musical 
selections as well as the 
University Concert Chorale 
directed by Mrs. A Jan 
Taylor. 
Southern, was the 
author of the 
groundbreaking book, The 
Music of Black Americans. 
ler career included 
appointments at Dillard 
University, York College, 
iClaflin University, and 
\Harvard University. 
Wor further information 
[please call (936) 857 3390 I 
SGA Speaks Out 
All academic buildings, auxiliary ser­
vices, computer labs, the MSC, and the 
library will be closed from 9:30 a.m.-
12:30 p.m. on Thursday, Nov. 7 for the 
President's inauguration. 
Come learn how to use Web Regis­
tration on Monday from 5 p.m. to 6:20 
p.m. Rm 222 in the MSC. 
Seniors can begin registering on the 
web Tuesday, Oct. 11. 
Please show Panther Spirit every Fri­
day by wearing Prairie View para­
phernalia. 
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v Panther Vision' first show to 
premiere on campus TV station 
Pre-Registration 
begins Nov. 11 
for seniors via 
panthertracks. 
(Some celebrate 
Dr. Wright's 
Inauguration on 
Thursday. 
PV football 
takes it back to 
Reliant at 7 p.m. 
S a t u r d a y  
hgainst Arkan­
sas- Pine Bluff. 
By Ashley K. Traylor 
Panther Correspondent 
The Department of 
Languages and 
Communications will soon 
launch a new television talk 
show. 
Panther Vision, the 
new talk show, is designed to 
keep students informed 
about current and upcoming 
events at Prairie View A&M 
University. A definite date 
has not been set but the 
show will appear throughout 
campus, and may air in the 
Village, Tuesday through 
Friday from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. 
The talk show will 
appear on Channel 35. It will 
include various segments, 
including current events, 
general and international 
news, student, custodial, 
faculty, and departmental 
spotlights, and will 
recognize campus 
organizations. 
The spotlight segments 
are designed to recognize 
students and faculty who are 
excelling. 
Panther Vision was 
created to better inform 
students about campus 
events and activities and, "it 
helps students to know 
what's going on around 
campus, without having to 
search for flyers," executive 
producer Sierra Susberry 
said. 
"School spirit has 
diminished," Susberry said, 
expressing her concern with 
hopes that the show will 
rejuvenate school spirit. 
"I think students 
will like it because it will be 
dealing with situations that 
are happening in their 
atmosphere," host of the 
faculty spotlight segment 
Kimberly Morgan said. 
For more 
information about Panther 
Vision, contact the 
Department of Languages 
and Communications at 
(936) 857-2229. 
Clark Atlanta's problems resonate 
with Howard students 
[By Shara D. Taylor 
jBlack College Wire 
A decision by Clark 
Atlanta University's trustees 
to cut five academic pro­
grams from the university's 
(curriculum to offset a $7.5 
million shortfall is resonating 
with students at Howard 
University. 
"It's sad that Howard 
seems to be going up while 
others are falling by the way­
side," Mark Howard, senior 
systems and computer sci­
ence major, said. "I wish we 
could do more to help, so they 
(could move up at the same 
rate." 
The Clark Atlanta 
trustees decided Oct. 17 to 
(cut Library and Information 
(Systems Studies, Interna­
tional Affairs and Develop­
ment, Allied Health Profes­
sions, the Department of En-
gineering and the Systems 
Science Ph.D. program. 
According to The At­
lanta Journal-Constitution, 
the school also entered into 
a period of layoffs and offered 
early retirement plans for 
professors who had earned 
tenure. 
Many students at 
Howard, including junior 
film production major Valerie 
Coulter, believe it is time for 
African Americans to pull to­
gether as a community to 
solve the financial crisis that 
many historically black 
schools are facing. 
"We can't blame ev­
erything on the government 
and white people," Coulter 
said. "We need to realize that 
we have a responsibility. We 
don't have it as easy as ev­
erybody else. We must he 
smart about the way we 
spend our money because the 
government doesn't give 
enough. If we mess up, that 
makes it even worse." 
That the majority of 
the problems seem to stem 
from inadequate money 
management leaves some 
wondering whether funds 
are being misappropriated. 
"The question is 
'where is the money going?"' 
freshman Rashad Dinkins 
said. "As tuition increases, 
programs seem to decrease." 
Krystal Allen, a 
freshman biology major, 
views student involvement 
as a key component of stay­
ing power. 
"It is very important 
for students at HBCUs to be 
involved because students 
are the customers," she saic 
"Stars" shine for 
Houston youth 
By Antenia Brown 
Panther Staff ; 
The "Be a Star" 
program is an organization 
that was created to provide 
mentoring, academic 
tutoring, and everyday life 
training skills to at risk youth. 
The Houston-
Galveston Area Council 
(HGAC) initially funded the 
"Be a Star" program, however 
due to a lack of funding the 
program is now being 
provided entirely by Prairie 
View student volunteers and 
faculty. 
( The criminal justice 
(club adopted the "Be a Star" 
program in the spring of 2003. 
(The program is under the 
(direction of assistant 
(professor Dr. Charles Bailey. 
( The program's 
(student volunteers provide 
I services to the youth of Jones 
[elementary school (Waller 
\ \SVh Prairie View, TX. Jones 
elementary developed a 
J program called the Triple A 
I Academy (academic, attitude, 
I and awareness) and these are 
(the ideas by which the 
(volunteers mentor the youth. 
Mentoring is 
extended Monday thru 
(Thursday from 7:30 a.m. until 
5:15 p.m. Mentoring services 
(are offered on a formatted 
(schedule that accommodates 
(the students so that they will 
not miss any of their classes, 
as well as the mentors and 
( their own personal sched ules. 
Volunteer mentors 
focus on academic tutoring 
from 3:30-4:15 p.m. in math 
(and reading. From 4:15 p.m.-
J5:15 p.m. students attend 
homework assistance, and 
extra auricular activities such 
(as basketball, computers and 
art are on the schedule from 
2.00 pm. untii3:30 p.m. Aside 
from academics, the mentors 
(strive to give the youth life 
training and how to get along 
(with others, mentors also 
have clubs for the youth to 
join and participate in. 
[Students may choose to 
[participate in the 
[ cheerleading club that is held 
(on Mondays, the dance club 
[held on Tuesdays/the Kids 
1 Alive club held on 
Wednesdays and the science 
club that's held on Fridays, 
The "Be a star" 
program mentors are 
expected to be punctual, 
dedicated, appropriately 
dressed, and consistent while 
at Jones. When volunteers 
finish their shift they are 
required to fill out a form 
saying what their experience 
was like that particular day 
with the students. 
" The experience that 
1 receive when working with 
the student at Jones is a 
reflection of me. Working 
with the program benefits the 
students as well as me," Said 
senior Be a Star mentor 
Emmett Foster. 
The goal of the "Be a 
Star" program is to assist in 
the improvement of\ 
academic performance, sVu\\ \ 
deveiopment, arvd tohe a vo\e\ 
model for youth. TheI 
program demonstrates to 
every student that no matter 
what their situation may be, 
they have a choice in life and 
they can grow up to be a 
successful adult. 
The "Be a Star" 
program currently has 31 
members. Students can 
become a member by 
expressing their interest, 
having a good attitude, and 
passing a criminal 
background check. 
The "Be a Star" 
program demonstrates that 
Prairie View students can 
partner and work in the 
community in the absence of 
funding because we have 
students who are willing to 
volunteer their time to help 
children become the stars 
they are" said program 
director Dr. Charles Bailey 
The " Be a Star" 
program thus far is proving 
to be a success; it serves as a 
positive example of Prairie 
View students working 
together to make a difference 
in their community and the 
lives of youth. 
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Are we a part of the Texas A&M System? 
By NiRoshn Smith 
Panther Staff 
A couple of weeks 
ago I was shopping at a Wal-
Mart Supercenter in 
Brenham I was turning 
around an aisle when an 
older Caucasian woman ap~ 
proached me about the 
PVAMU T-shirt that I was 
wearing. She questioned me 
about my school's where­
abouts. She was very inter­
ested in sending her grand­
daughter down for a campus 
visit. She seemed very ex­
cited until her daughter in­
formed her that it was a mi­
nority school, and that it 
wasn't the "real" A&M. In 
my head I was screaming 
"Saying howdy and calling 
myself an Aggie isn't the 
only way to get respect." 
Instead of reacting 
rudely, I decided that it 
wasn't even worth my time. 
I only wished that I'd had 
time to discuss my 
university's rich history and 
purpose with her. 
Yesterday I opened 
a course selection book. Be­
low the university's name 
were the words "A Member 
of The Tbxas A&M Univer­
sity System." I sort of rolled 
my eyes and went on my way. 
After browsing the Texas 
A&M Web site I found more 
differences than similarities 
between their institution and 
ours. 
Since we're all "fam­
ily" shouldn't we have top 
notch housing like theirs? 
Shouldn't we be able to ap­
ply for, and check the status 
of our housing online? 
Shouldn't we have traditions 
such as yell practice. Why 
are we so behind the times? 
Our university's Web site 
has been operating for a 
couple of years now, and this 
year is the first time that 
well experience online-regis­
tration. 
Personally I don't 
feel that we're even affiliated 
with TAMU. It's as if we're 
the black sheep of the fam­
ily. Don't get me wrong, I'm 
proud of my school. It just 
seems that the balance is un­
even and no one intends to 
speak up about it? 
We should never be 
satisfied with the status quo. 
We should demand the same 
respect and high standards 
as our counterparts. Don't let 
anyone make you feel infe­
rior simply because we have 
small classes and are sur­
rounded with a family atmo­
sphere. Be proud of who you 
are, as well as who you be­
long to. 
Queen of Soul receives award 
By Tomaneka Smith 
Panther Correspondent 
On March 25, 1942, 
a star was bom in the city of 
Memphis, Tfenn. Who am I 
speaking of? Yes, of course, 
"the queen of soul," Aretha 
Franklin. 
Her father, the infa­
mous Rev. C. L. Franklin, a 
Baptist pastor who moved 
his family to the city of 
Motown sound, Detroit. 
At the young age of 
12 Aretha began her journey, 
singing first in her father's 
church choir. Two years later 
she signed with Columbia 
Records. 
On Oct. 28 this year, 
Black Entertainment Televi­
sion honored "the queen of 
soul" with the walk of fame 
tribute. 
The host of the 
event was one of BETs first 
hosts, Donnie Simpson. The 
evening started with Alicia 
Keys singing one of Aretha's 
first hits "I Ain't Never Loved 
A Man." Afterward, the hon­
ored guest came out in a soft 
pink dress and took her seat 
to enjoy a night of reminisc­
ing and reflection of the good 
old days. 
Other guests who 
honored Franklin were: 
Seal, Jerald and Eddie 
Lavert, Chaka Kon, Mary J. 
Blige, Jaheim, Tina Marie, 
Tamia and the Isley Broth­
ers. 
Franklin is not only 
known for her soulful sounds 
in the B&B world, but also 
for sweet-sounding gospel 
music. For this reason 
Yblanda Adams and Pastor 
Shirley Caesar paid tribute. 
The night was filled 
with fun and excitement as 
the audience joined in with 
the entertainers singing 
Franklin's greatest hits. 
More excitement for 
audiences both at the event 
and at home came when 
Jamie Fox and Stevie Won­
der were crowded onto the 
big screen, entertaining the 
crowd with jokes about 
Aretha after every commer­
cial break. 
After all performers 
finished singing Franklin's 
songs, vice president of BET 
Deborah Lee honored 
Franklin with the Walk of 
Fame plaque. Before giving 
Franklin the award, Lee 
flashbacked on the life of the 
award winner to let the au­
dience know exactly why the 
singer was worthy of such an 
award. 
Franklin sang some 
of her greatest hits like "R-
E-S-P-E-C-T" and "We're 
Riding On The Freeway." 
Franklin must have 
really gotten into her act as 
she unexpectedly pulled her 
wing off the outfit she wore 
and threw into the crowd. 
This only got the crowd more 
excited. The whole audience 
was on their feet helping 
Franklin sing her songs, 
dancing in the aisles as she 
came off the stage into the 
audience to get closer to 
them. Then, for the grand 
finale, all the performers 
came back on stage to help 
Franklin finish her songs. 
P. Diddy joins thousands in New York marathon 
By Erin McClam 
Associated Press 
After 26.2 miles, 
maybe his new nickname 
should be Tough Daddy. 
Running on a bum right knee 
and just two months of train­
ing, hip-hop entrepreneur 
Sean "P. Diddy" Combs com­
pleted the grueling New York 
City Marathon on Sunday in 
4 hours, 14 minutes. The 
producer-rapper, formerly 
known as Puff Daddy and 
Puffy, decided in September 
to run his first marathon in 
a bid to raise $1 million for 
children. 
As he crossed the fin­
ish line in Central Park, 
Combs raised both of his 
arms in triumph. He took a 
few more steps, then leaned 
over to catch his breath. 
Bags of ice were 
placed on his neck. 
Known on the course 
simply as No. 30,792 , 
he kept a respectable 
pace of an eight- to 
nine-minute mile for 
much of the race. He 
ran in sunglasses, his 
hair in a closely 
cropped mohawk and 
an "I Heart New 
York" breathing strip 
across his nose. He 
was accompanied by 
some police officers 
and at least one of his 
employees. 
"I feel great. I feel 
strong," Combs told NBC 
Sports during the race's first 
hour. "We're right on pace. 
Photo courtesy of Google Images 
It turns out that Diddy does more than sample 
music. He entered a recent marathon for a good 
cause. 
I'm not going to go out too 
hard. I'm going to finish 
strong." 
He ran into some 
trouble as the race 
went on, troubled by 
cramps that caused 
him to walk a few 
steps, as well as by 
over-enthusiastic fans 
closing in around him. 
Combs planned to 
divide the money he 
raised among two 
children's advocacy 
groups and the city 
public school system. 
He dubbed the effort, 
"Diddy Runs the 
City." Among his do­
nors: Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg, who 
pitched in $10,000; rapper 
Jay-Z, who gave $25,000; 
and gossip-column regulars 
Ben Affleck and Jennifer 
Lopez, who gave a combined 
$78,000. 
Combs, running his 
first marathon, cut himself a 
difficult challenge by deciding 
eight weeks ago to enter the 
race. He shed about 15 pounds 
in training, and developed se­
vere tendinitis in his right 
knee. 
"It's going to be pain­
ful," Combs said before the 
race. "It's going to be rough. 
But if we get through it, it's 
telling those kids and every­
body else to finish what you 
start, and you can do anything 
you put your mind to." 
ilghs, I smile, For in the essence 
her. Her smile, outstretched ae 
vil pulled on one end of her rn| 
tiers me VJH 
mystical, 
|be other creator... 
|yQR DOES SHE? 
prior loving a man-—she gw 
Hell and back and still smilesr-Sho does 
th. opposite of what people said she'd ddl 
t paths and times in our lives, we reach! 
and she from me, 
/here nothing seems clear, we filter each 
nly happiness in. 
The Panther Wednesday, November 5,2003 page 11 LIFESTYLES & ENTERTAINMENT 
Wreckshop brings positive message : A ft#**?* 
By Tomaneka Smith and tho rosnonsihilitv thev speech. It motivated me to * rVCBlBM VM •* IV^CBUO 
Panther Correspondent 
Houston rap record­
ing artists Big Moe, D-Reck, 
Tyte Eyes, D-Gotti, Noke D, 
and Dollar from the 
Wreckshop Label held a con­
cert in University College on 
Tuesday, Oct. 28, 
where they also deliv­
ered a positive mes­
sage to the freshman 
class. 
T h e  
Wreckshop family 
said they wanted to 
give something back 
to the community. D-
Reck emphasized the 
importance of higher 
education. He en­
couraged students to 
set reachable goals 
and work hard to ac­
complish them. 
He advised 
students not to give 
up and avoid the mentality 
that, "everything is all a 
game." He also mentioned 
the importance of keeping a 
"business first" perspective 
and not allowing others to 
detour them from their 
course. Then he focused his 
attention on black males, of­
fering them advice on money 
and the responsibility they 
have toward women. 
He gave many reasons for 
students to think about the 
direction in which their lives 
were going. 
D-Reck presented informa­
tion on the rap industry say-
Photo 
When Big Moe and the rest of the 
came to campus, it wasn't to talk about purple stuff. 
The artists instead gave a positive message. 
ing that hip-hop is an eco­
nomic opportunity for black 
people today. 
The rap industry 
has provided many jobs for 
those involved in hip-hop. 
From clothing to beverages, 
hip-hop has made its way 
into the lives of many. 
"It was a very inspirational 
keep my head up, stay on my 
books and roll with the 
punches," freshman Billy 
Strickland said. 
D-Reck offered in­
ternships to anyone wanting 
to learn more about the rap 
industry and gave 
students the chance 
to * distribute 
Wreckshop music on 
campus. 
After that, the rest of 
the family came out 
to put on a small per­
formance. Big Moe 
started off the rally 
with Purple  Stuff ,  
Man\ ,  and Just  a  
Dog, lifting the mood. 
The family, with the 
help of event spon­
sors Shaundra Wil­
son and Perry 
Holmes of the Uni­
versity College Devel­
opmental Board handed out 
CDs and cassette tapes of 
featured artists on the label 
to students. 
After Wreckshop left, 
the party continued with a 
live DJ entertaining the 
crowd. 
For more information about 
Wreckshop internships con­
tact the UCDB. 
ToplO Fiction 
1. Diary of a Groupie by Omar Tyree 
2. The Other Woman by Eric Jerome Dickey 
3. Sisters ofAPF by Zane 
4. Using What You Got by Karen E. Quinones 
J Miller 
' 5. Baby Momma Drama by Carl Weber 
• 6. God's Gift to Women by Michael Baisden 
\ 7. Caught Up! by Winston Chapman 
\ 8. A Hustler's Wife by Nikki Turner 
• 9. Sittin'in the Front Pew by Parry A. Brown 
» 10. Momma's Baby, Daddy's Maybe by Jamise L. 
\ Dames 
J Top 10 Nonfiction 
• 1. What Becomes of the Brokenhearted: A Memoir 
I by E. Lynn Harris 
• 2. Why I Love Black Women by Michael Eric Dyson 
• 3. Maybe You Never Cry by Bernie Mac 
• 4. A Lawyer's Life by Johnnie Cochran 
• 5. The Mis-Education of the Negro by Carter G. 
• Woodson and Jawanza Kunjufu 
• 6. Matters of the Heart by Juanita Bynum 
1 7. Finding Fish by Antwone Q. Fisher 
• 8 .Al on America by Reverend A1 Sharpton 
• 9. How I Retired at 26! by Asha Tyson 
• 10. Sassy Single and Satisfied: Secrets to Loving 
• the Life You're Living by 
• (Harvest House Publishing) 
.. How far are you willing to go for some letters ?l 
Who's glad he didn't make the Kappa line? 3. 
Will we need to establish a counseling session for 
he girls who don't make theAK|yjne? 4.Who went 
o the football game last Saturday ? 5. Are you 
really going to pay to see us lose to Pine Bluff? 6. 
Who's going to sleep Thursday, since classes are 
cancelled? 7. How many classes did you drop Mon­
day ? 8. Isn't probate going to be boring since orga­
nizations can't chant about each other? 9. How 
many organizations are going to make it through 
MIP without their chapter being kicked off the 
yard? 10. How many times has the Jack in the Box 
drive-thru staff ever been rude to you? 11. How 
many times are we going to have to sign a census! 
for theVillage? 12. Aren't the NCNW girls crunk 
about their T-shirts and tote bags? 13. Who was 
shooting at the tow truck guy ?:14r What took them 
so long? 15, Who was fighting in Ms> Pats Place?l 
16. Who knows the cell phone numbers of the main­
tenance workers? 17. Who's ready for basketball 
season? 18. Can you sue for mold in your apart­
ment? 19. How many times is Panthertracks going! 
to go down while we're trying to register ? 20. What 
Jo you think?! 
This is for entertainment only. The questions submitted are not 
the views of The Panther. Want to tell us what you think? Please 
bring your comments and questions to Rm. 219 MSC or e-mail 
panther @ pvamu.edu. Questions are printed at the discretion of | 
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Coach John W. Tankersley laid to rest 
By Antoinette Mims 
Panther Staff 
Funeral services for 
John W. Tankersley, the 
longtime baseball coach for 
Prairie View A&M University, 
were held Saturday, Nov. 1, at 
Trinity United Methodist 
Church in Houston. 
Tankersley died of 
complications from a heart 
bypass surgery. He was 80. 
Tankersley, better 
known as Coach Tank, was 
bom and raised in Dallas. He 
attended Wiley College in 
Marshall, Texas, on an 
athletic scholarship. After 
earning a bachelor's degree in 
physical education, he began 
his coaching career with 
football at Booker T. 
Washington High School. 
There he held a 9-1-1 record, 
and led the school to a district 
championship title. That 
same year, he was named the 
Outstanding Negro Football 
Coach in Tfexas. 
Tankersley later 
coached at Worthing High and 
Jack Yates High, where his 
teams won two state 
championships and five 
district titles during a six-year 
time span. 
He earned a master's 
degree in education 
administration and 
counseling and guidance from 
Prairie View A & M in 1964. 
From 1969 to 1972, 
Tankersley coached at 
PVAMU. In 1972, he left 
Prairie View to coach baseball 
at Wiley College, but later 
Coach Tankersley 
did not only coach 
baseball but was 
also the swimming 
coach. Many 
players coached by 
Tankersley went to 
play in the major 
leagues. 
returned to Prairie View in 
1974 as head baseball coach. 
In 1994, he was inducted into 
the Prairie View A&M 
University Sports Hall of 
Fame. In addition, he was 
inducted into the Tfexas Black 
Sports Hall of Fame in 1997. 
Tankersley is 
survived by his daughter, 
Ivalyn Patterson; sons Rotley 
and John L. Tankersley; and 
a sister Rozellia Richardson. 
LIST OF PLAYERS 
COACHED BY 
TANKERSLEY DRAFTED 
TO MAJOR LEAGUES: 
Steve Henderson- NY Mets 
Oddie Davis- TX Rangers 
Charles Hudson, Ronald 
Stinnet- Phila. Phillies 
Joe Mitchell- Milwaukee 
Brewers 
Bill's Seafood Kitchen 
(Hempstead) 
203 Bremond (Exit 1488) 
(979) 826-3568 
$4.99 
15 Shrimp & Fries 
$2.99 
3 pc Whiting & Fries 
10 pc Catfish Nuggets & Fries 
8 Wings & Fries 
1 Porkchop & Fries * Ask for specials when ordering* 
• — —— — — J 
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE 
Presents The 
SECOND ANNUAL MAJORS FAIR 
(And life Beyond PVAMU) 
UNDECIDED? UNCERTAIN THAT 
YOUR CURRENT MAJOR IS THE 
RIGHT FIT? NEED A MINOR OR A SEC­
OND MAJOR?WANT INFORMATION 
ON CAREER OPTIONS IN YOUR MA­
JOR? 
FIND THE ANSWERS AT THE MAJORS FAIR! 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2003 
9:00 A.M.- 3:00 RM. 
STUDENT CENTER BALLROOM 
Opportunities at Schlumberger are innovative, 
challenging, diverse, and best of all global." 
Prairie View A&M Interviews! 
Information Meeting 
November i 1. 2003 • 7;00pin • 9:00pm 
john B. Coleman Library, Room 108 
Interviewing November 12, 2003 
BS or MS Degrees 
Ail Engineering disciplines, Geoscience. 
Chemistry, Physics. Math 
Schlumberger 
Srliiintiberr.il s rn «qual opportort;-, 
employer '^vule 
